340                       JAMES HEPBUBN EAEL OF BOTHWELL.

CHAP, orders to beloved Peter Oxe, our trusty servant,
v_J^ councillor, and High Steward of the Kingdom of
1568. Denmark, to send the Scottish Earl, who is detained
in the Castle of Copenhagen, to our Castle of
Malmoe, there to remain for some time. Therefore
we command you, and will that you cause the
arched chamber in the same castle, which High
Steward Eyler Hardenburg had for his room, to be
put in order, and that you also wall up the secret
closet in the same chamber, and if the windows with
the iron trellis be not strong and quite secure, that
you see to that, and when he arrives, that you let
liim he in the same chamber, and procure him a bed
and good maintenance as Peter Oxe may further
instruct, and that ye above all things have strict
watch and care of the same Earl, in the way you
may think best, so that he do not get away. Such
is our will and pleasure."1

1 Copies of "both the letter of the     1568"   too    literally,    which    is

King to Peter Oxe, dated Frede-     equally the   case in   T.  Becker,

rieksburg, j$Tew Year's Bay, 1568,     Skildring af Adelersborg i Folke-

and of that to Bjorn Kaas, are     kalender for Danmark. TredieAar-

fonnd in the Danish Privy Ar-     gang, p.  53.      The  old   custom,

chives.   The last-mentioned letter    " which is followed in this statement,

has already been printed by Bergen-     of reckoning the beginning of the

hammer, subsequently by Henry     year from the birth-day of  our

Oockburn and Thomas Maitland     Lord, or from Christmas day, 25th

in a publication for the Bannatyne     of   December,  and the   different

Club, likewise by Prince Labanoff,     countries  in which it   prevailed,

and lastly by Teulet.   All these,     are treated of in detail by Brinck-

Iiowever, have taken the statement     meier in his Handbuch der His-

" written in Fredericksburg, 28th     torischen   Ghronologie.      Leipzig,

December, after the birth of Christ     1843, pp. 67-73.